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Community Engagement and Community Planning and Design 
 
Evren Uzer is an educator, urban planner, and community practitioner 
working on civic engagement in planning and design. She is Assistant 
Professor of Urban Planning at the School of Design Strategies (SDS) at 
Parsons School of Design. Her current research focuses on feminist spatial 
practices, community solidarity, and critical heritage studies. She is project 
lead on the Community Engagement 101 project, which explores and creates 
training focusing on ethical and mutually beneficial engagement practices 
between higher education institutions and external partners. Evren’s 
practice is currently split between community engagement, planning and 
design work at the Collective for Community, Culture and Environment and 
her artistic practice at roomservices. Through these two initiatives, she 
works on advocacy planning, artistic research, co-design, and non-academic 
and non-conventional forms of publishing.  
Her recent publications explore cultural heritage issues in “Theorizing 
Heritage through Resistance”; community and collective memory in 
“Mending Collective Memory,” Garland magazine; and design and creative 
resistance in “Beautiful Trouble: A Pattern Language of Creative 
Resistance,” a chapter in Design and Political Dissent: Spaces, Visuals, 
Materialities.  
Evren has a PhD in Urban and Regional Planning and an MS and BS from the 
Istanbul Technical University in Turkey. 
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