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Ayse Yonder is a professor emeritus of city planning and former Chair of the 
Graduate Center for Planning and the Environment at Pratt Institute. Her 
work focuses on community development and participatory planning 
processes, disaster and resiliency planning, informal settlements 
regularization, and the role of arts and culture in urban development with a 
focus on gender issues. She has worked for over 20 years with the Huairou 
Commission, an international network of grassroots women’s organizations 
on policy advocacy, technical support and community engagement. In NYC, 
she has worked with community-based organizations through her studio 
courses and the Pratt Center for Community Development, and helped 
organize community-visioning sessions. Ayse has a PhD in City and Regional 
Planning from the University of California, Berkeley, a Masters in City 
Planning from the University of Pennsylvania and a 5-year Architecture 
degree from Istanbul Technical University in Turkey.  
 


